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26, Holyrood Crescent, 
Glasgow N.W. 


Ssrd August 1964 
Dear John, 


It was good to hear from you again, and to know that you 
are still writing plays ... and not being one bit discouraged 
by the criticisms of the BBC. I recall the Sunday evening 
very well when you called. I kept watching for your feature 
on John MacLean, but I must have missed it. (Or was it also 
too honest for BBC taste ?) 


I have done no writing for over a year, and have been 
away from Theatre Group even longer. I got in touch with 
Robert Trotter, however, telling him of your offer of a play. 
He is very interested and is going to get in touch with you 
himself as soon as he returns from holiday ... which should 
be sometime next week. He tells me he has been hoping to 
present some new plays this winter. The Group will evidently 
be having the use of the Arts Theatre in the University from 
September on. 

. a 

I would have liked the opportunity of meeting you again 
and having a blether about theatre, literature and so ony but 
I don't know when we could arrange something. I don't expect 
to be free for several weeks, but possibly in the not too 
distant future ? I'd like to read your play, even although 
I can do nothing to help it onto a stage. Nevertheless, [I 
hope Theatre Group are able to do just that. (Robert Trotter's 
address, by the way, is 34 Hillhead Street, W.2.) 


Are you still interested in anarchism ? I'd be grateful 
if you could recommend for me some reading on the subject. 
Maybe we could discuss it sometimer? 


eee but I'll leave it at that meantime, John. 


Best wishes, 


Sai fhachenh 
= icy 


~<a 


26, Holyrood Crescent, 
Glasgow NW. 


Sunday 9th. 


Dear John, 


I've just returned from a week-end's camping and climbing 
at Glencoe. My wife tells me that Peter called on Saturday. 
I wonder, could you pass on a message for me, please ? 


I'll be out of town on Tuesday evening, and, as I mentioned 
in my letter, I expect to be pretty busy for the next few weeks. 
Much as I'd like to, I really don't think I could find time 
to help Peter with the typing of his play. I once took on just 
such a task, and - what with other commitments - I found it 
became something of a mill-stone. I wouldn't like to say I 
could, when I know quite well that I haven't the time to spare. 
I know you will understand. 


This note ... written in haste. 
Again, best wishes, 


Z 


26 Holyrood Crescent 
Glasgow NW 


Friday 2nd 


Farquhar 


Ann and I will be unable to come along tomorrow evening. 
Tuesday would suit us best. Could I say now: in Carr's Keg 
upstair, 7.30 ? If I don't hear from you, I'll take it as 
arranged. Otherwise, you could 'phone or write. 


We can discuss the enclosed newspaper then. I have 
reservations about it, but I'll wait to hear what you think of 
it. I'd rather. discuss a thing than write down a lot of cold 
criticisms. Also I'd like to see a few more pages. I agree 
that just such a paper is needed. 


However, I must dash. I'm off to Theatre Group's production, 
I hope to have a word with Robert Trotter, or at least arrange 
to see him.. 


Hope to see you Tuesday, 


di 


26, Holyrood Crescent, 
GLASGOW NW. 


17th August '64. 


Dear John, 


Many thanks for the newspapers and the reading list. 
I've managed to get the paperbacks of Catalonia and Anarchism, 
and by sheer chance picked up a second-hand copy of Woodcock's 
life of Proudhon. These will give me something to get my teeth 
into for the present. It's years since I read Thoreau, but I 
have somewhere a little introduction to his work which I must 
dig out. 


I am interested that you should name Jesus asan influence. 
I hadn't particularly thought of him as an "anarchist", but 
then, so much depends on how one interprets what he is alleged 
to have said. I take it that your reading of the Gospels is 
not the orthodox one. (Neither was Tolstoy's, ofcourse). Itd 
be very interested to hear how you fit all this together. 


An article which Colin MacInnes wrote in the New Statesman 
some two years ago first awakened my interest, but it wasn't 
till I recently read Herbert Read that I began to realise that, 
without knowing it, I possibly have anarchist views. But I am 
really very ignorant in the matter, and must first put this to 
right. 


I hope you get somewhere with The Glaswegian. I'm afraid 
I have nothing I could contribute, but thanks for the invitation. 
(I learned a great deal from trying to write poetry and plays, 
but I should hate to delude myself that I was ever a writer). 
If ever a city was made to be satirised, surely it is Glasgow. 
But really good satire must be the most difficult thing to write 
well. I wish you luck with the venture. 


About our having a chat ! Is the second week of September 
looking too far ahead ... any evening that week ? Yotte welcome 
to come up here, and we can have a talk. And I'd like to read 
your play, if I may. You can let me know. 


Again, best wishes 


in" 


26, Holyrood Crescent, 
NW. 


MONDAY, 21st June 1965. 
Dear Farquhar, 


I've been on holiday for the past two weeks, and only 
just got your letter on return yesterday. Congratulations 
on success with the script. I am really sorry I didn't hear 
the broadcast, didn't even know it was on. Which proves your 
point, I guess. I never think to read the 'Radio Times' for 
afternoon programmes ! Still, there is the chance of a 
repeat, which I will certainly hear, I am very pleased that 
the BBC took it. Maybe they'll consider a play next time. 


Has my interest in anarchism developed any ? No, I don't 
think it has developed, but it hasn't died out completely, 
either. I'm not sure that I am travelling in the anarchist 
direction, although I recognise that perhaps my ideas (such as 
they are) are close to anarchist thinking in many ways. You 
write that "today the anarchist's task is to spread awareness 
of self, for only with full awareness of one's personal 
uniqueness, and the pricelessness of one's own individuality, 
can real freedom be attained." Do we begin, then, by 
spreading the idea, or by attempting to realise this uniqueness 
in ourselves ? Which comes first ? I have a notion that those 
whe are committed to the spreading of an ideal - even the 
ideal of individual freedom - can never be free, in any real 
psychological sense. Liberty to live our lives as we would 
like, yes ! But is FREEDOM, fundamentally, only in this ? 

Is it not so, that many of those men who have achieved the 
greatest liberty, in a social or individual sense, have been 
those who lacked freedom most, since the best they could find 
to do with their so-called liberty was to indulge egotism and 
folly ? And what do we mean when we speak of "awareness of 
self" ? What is this SELF that is so precious, that we are to 
be aware of ? Could it be that the only freedom possible is 
freedom from egotism and folly, and that to even begin to 
understand what this involves, a man must be able to recognise 
egotism in himself ? You cannot make men free by an act of 
parliament - not FREE in this inner, psychological sense. 
And there can be no other real freedom, it seems to me. It 
would take too long to develop all that I mean by this, but I 
do feel that as we are we can do very little. If we are to 
change what we are, we must first KNOW what we are, and this 
is not very easy and not very pleasant. Ofcourse, many people 
believe that they do know what they are and where they are 
going. I don't, and so my interest is in any teaching that has 
something concrete or realistic to say about "self"-knowledge. 
Anarchism has many interesting things to say to someone like 
me. But I am not an anarchist. My understanding of "freedom" 
is totally different, I think. What do you think ? 


Best regards to Cathie and yourself ..... * des 
On 


26, Holyrood Crescent, 
GLASGOW N.W. 


TUESDAY, 29th June 1965. 
Dear Farquhar, 


Thank you for a most interesting letter. I don't know 
whether I should attempt a reply, or if I should say, for 
the moment ... Let me think about it, I'll tell you next 
month. Maybe next year. Not because I couldn't comment now, 
but because anything I say is right out of ignorance. I really 
don't know. I say this, not from despair, nor from confusion, 
But simply out of plain honest truth. I don't know. 


Not just anarchism. But nearly everything. I have ideas. 

There are plenty of them. But is this knowing ? These ideas 
almost seem to come between me and knowing. And something in 
me says ... Beyond the mind ... real knowledge is beyond the 
mind. It is not facts, not ideas, not theories, not beliefs. 
It is in me, in what I am. But out of reach. I sense it, but 
cannot speak from it. Habits of thought and feeling block the 
way. "Fettered in my mind, I wander" .., as the Rig Veda puts 
aint ry 


Whether to BE or to DO ? For me, If I could even begin 
to BB, in all consciousness, it would be enough. Out of this 
the rest would come, like any natural thing, growing in its 
own time, unfolding. Herein, the only real change. It cannot 
be imposed. It cannot be forced. Even Buddhas can but point 
the way. It must come from within each person, and even then 
we must await its coming, with patience and humility. 


But even this is hearsay. I don't know. I only sense 
the movement of it. Something ! Something I cannot yet live 
into the moments of the everyday. Even words are lies. The 
true eloquence is in silence. To get away from words. On 
paper, on lips, or in the mind. For just a short while. If 
only we could stop talking. 


No. I can't agree that Jesus was a “crushing failure". 
I can't agree that "the forces of evil have triumphed". We are 
ruled by lies and liars only so long as we give place. to lies 
and liars in ourselves. If we are hating them, in our minds, 
then they have power over us. If we even begin to see our 
way to understanding, appreciating what it is that makes the 
liars what they are ... then we go out to them with love, and 
they have no power over us. Love is the answer. And it begins 
With the individual. Never mind the world. Never mind society. 
We must begin with our own heart. We can change nothing, 
fundamentally, until we ourselves are changed. 


Maybe this is a reply. I'll let it stand, for now. 


Sincerely ... Vom < 


26, Helyrood Crescent, 
GLASGOW NW 


SATURDAY, 17th July 1965 
Dear Farguhar, 


Perhaps I over-stated my case. You put your finger on it 
when you say that it is more a matter of temperament than of 
reason. It is here that my own personal doubts, and the contra- 
dictions in my own character, make for difficulty. We are not 
all of us reformers by nature, and life has not equipped us all 
equally to face conflict or to stand against the crowd. Where 
we have talents at all, they may not be suited to the life of 
action. Or, alternatively, it may take time for those talents to 
mature : for conviction to grow into the certainty that is 
essential. The introspective, self-examining person is rarely a 
man of action in the worldly sense. I have no certainty to give 
me the kind of determination that is effective. The anarchist, 
I imagine, is always a man of action. 


Naturally, I am interested in reforms and long to see 
justice done. Our society so often seems based upon a system of 
injustice : one that is tolerated only because the majority of 
people are neither sensitive enough, nor intelligent enough, to 
realise when they are being exploited. After all, most of us can 
live quite comfortably with injustice, so long as it does not 
touch too fiercely our own small world. And, through lack of 
understanding, we may argue that injustice is justice. Such is 
the sleep in which we exist. Today, we are hypnotised and 
serenaded more than ever before. So it is important that those 
who can see injustice oppose it, if they are able. I am not 
sure that I am such a one. I agree that fear is gradually 
destroying what freedom we have, and that there is a fear even of 
freedom itself. But the problem is immense, is it not ? And 
where do the true roots of the problem lie ? I sometimes wonder 
if it is not colossal conceit that leads men to declare "what is 
wrong with the world". Can we finally know, as we are ? At any 
rate, I cannot say for certain what requires to be done. All 
parties and programmes and systems seem like so much running away 
from the REAL problem : which is in what we are. There is no 
harmony in any one of us, as individuals. So how can there be 
harmony in society, which is an expression of all our individual 
contradictions, vanities, and fears ? 


This is not a confession of social impotence. I am merely 
suggesting that whatever talents I personally possess - and 
they are quite unrealised - lie in the direction of the 
contemplative life. I am in complete sympathy with all that you 
write. But I can understand very well, also, what one 
contemporary religious thinker meant when he stated that "the 
greatest obstacle to your spiritual progress will be your desire 


two 


to help others". This is a point of view that the social 
reformer cannot afford to consider, and I can appreciate that 

he may write such sayings off as quietist nonsense. If he 

does, then he has missed the point. But it is perhaps inevitable 
that he will, since his aim is a totally different one from 

that of the would-be spiritual devotee. In other words, I am 
for the reformer, be he anarchist or quaker or what-have-you, 

and I believe passionately in the changes he would make. But 

T cannot follow in his footsteps, for I see in myself a far 

more personal chaos, that must be faced and accepted and finally 
understood. It may be a “matter of temperament" that others are 
not similarly aware of an inner chaos, or indeed may have in 
themselves no such contradiction. But I have, and I am aware 

of a need to put my house in order. Any step taken as I am now, 
is taken out of chaos. Such steps have to be taken, ofcourse, 

in every moment of every day, for I live in the world and am 
related to other people in a thousand ways. But the everyday 
steps are taken, not because I think I am right or have an axe 

to grind, but because I am. And it is what I am that contributes 
to the state of the world. If I can change this, in myself, 

then I too will have done something to change the world. 

Possibly in a way that will go unnoticed, but a change nonetheless. 


Now, clearly I am not talking about turning over a new leaf 
morally, or giving up drink and cigarettes and women, or starting 
to go to church on Sundays, or anything of that nature. I could 
do any one or all of these things without fundamentally being 
changed in any way in myself. These things are related to what 
I would call the outer man, and certainly by tidying up this 
"outer" man I might make of myself a more socially acceptable 
and more likeable fellow. But I might, in so doing, become a 
greater liar, a bigger fool, or a far more hopeless “sleep-walker". 
I might not. But then I might. And this is the great difficulty 
about changing the outer man only, either individually or in the 
mass. You only touch what he appears to be. And it is for this 
reason that self-knowledge, meditation, and all the other 
paraphernalia of the spiritual life, are so extremely important. 
They constitute a technique for getting through the dreams and 
fantasies and illusions of our egotism, down to what it is that 
we are, at rock-bottom, in ourselves. This is what I meant when 
I said that it is not very easy and not very pleasant. I am far 
from certain that I possess the energy for such a task. I am 
only approaching the beginning. But I have begun to perceive 
what it means and what it entails, and I can feel the first 
stirring of a faith in the soundness of the path. And faith, 
after all, is the opposite of fear. 


Ofcoure, the contemplative is also a man of action. Only 
those who cannot appreciate or understand his aim regard him as 
a "non-productive" person. His activity may be more potent and 
more revolutionary than that of a whole society of reformers. 


three 


He works upon himself. Not in any narcissistic, self-patronising 
way, but in a way that is the negation of all egotism. Oreof 

the clearest indications of what this involves can be found in 

the Buddha's teaching on the Noble Hightfold Path. It is the 
hardest work in the world to begin, but it is the foundation-stone 
of all true religious experience. Ina previous letter, you 
compared the saint to the artist, and suggested that "with society 
as it stands in our time there is no reconciling the doing and 

the being." I think that this is only apparently so. If BEING 

is our aim, we must. work towards it in stages. Our work will 

be a DOING of a very special order. The fruit of this effort 

will become evident in what we are, and this will influence 

other men as inevitably as sunlight influences spring flowers. 

To look around at society "as it stands in our time" is to perhaps 
see very little evidence that the saint has an innings at all. 

I wonder. Perhaps it all depends on where one looks, and with 
what eyes. 


I write all this only to try and clarify for you "where I 
stand". I am not an anarchist, because the whole tendency of my 
thinking and feeling is towards religion. Not the religion of 
churches and chapels, but religion as it is in the lives of those 
saints and seers, Hast and West, who have struggled to prepare 
ghemselves, nsychologically, for the experience of that REALITY 
which transcends all mundane, everyday affairs. This is not a 
turning away from the world, from men, or from the suffering of 
the world. Quite the contrary. It does not mean the ivory tower. 
It is not a retreat into fantasy. As I say, I am far from certain 
that I possess the energy for such a task. But, since "the 
unexamined life is not worth living", I feel myself unable to 
resist, at least, the taking of the initial step. It is more a 
matter of temperament than of reason, and "temperament" goes far 
deeper than most of us ever realise. That is all I can say. 


a ne a 


broadcast. Forgive this panegyric : a strangely long one from 
a verson who regards the true eloquence to be in silence. 

But words, however inadequate, are necessary. At least to begin 
with. 


Sincerely, 


Jon ~ 
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43 Braeside. crescent 
Auchenback, 
Barrhead, 
Renfrewshire, 
Friday the I9th of Aag I966, 


Dear Farquhar, 

I was not in this week except to do some shopping 
and business on Monday but I will probably manage tomorrow Sat. 

I hope to be in early in the afternoon and get some things,if 

you are near the Shipbank I might see you before 2-30 but don't 
bother coming in if it is not convenient.,I will be there definitely 
at 7pm and if you are around we could have a pint,failing that you 
and Cathie could come out here on Sunday or whenever you can make 
it.I have been busy all week getting the house fixed up and digging 
the garden(such as it is). Monday I had a bit of bother getting a 
cheque cashed that's why I ended up in Glasgow,of all the banks 
to go to I had to pick the one in Pollokshaws Road that Ellis and 
his pals had screwed no wonder they seemed unduely suspicious. I 
hope Cathie has got over the funeral its always a day less to work 
for her,I have just written to Harry at long last. Perhaps we might 
somehow catch the proposed anti-Vietnam demonstration or see Robert 
Lynn on Saturday afternoon, anyway I'll leave that till tomorrow, 


Regards, 
Fram 
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ALL GLORIES TO SRI SRI GURU AND GOUR:; 

4390 He: 

Brooklyn, NY tac5s. UDA 
Dear Mr. McLa 
- dare Meo We beg to acknowledge receipt of vour letter dated 
9/26/72 and have noted the contents carefully, t 
‘ From your inguiries it is clear that vou are in a good position 
to receive transcendental understanding. Evervone in the material 
world is suffering from different kinds of distress, but oniv the 
most intelligent persons actually inquire, "Who am I and whv am I 
suffering?" It is such questioning that differenciates human life 
from animal life. It 1s actually the beginning of self realization, 

The Lord is in our hearts and when we make sincere inquiry, He 
sends His representative to give us Spiritual knowledge, Sri Krsna 
Savs in the Bhagavad Gita (4/34) that if we want to know the Truth 
we should anproach a Spiritual Master, make inquiry, and render 
service unto Him. An authentic Spiritual Master teaches how to 
control the senses by engaging them in Krsna's Service, The ear 
is to be engaged in hearing transcendental sound vibration; the 
tongue is engaged in chanting the Holy Names of God: Hare Krsna 
Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare/Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare 
Hare. By such hearing and chanting we can remember the Lord 
always and our hearts can become cleansed of all the dust accumplatec 
for vears together, 

Our beloved Sniritual Master, His Divine Grace A. CO. Bhakti- 
vedanta Swami Prabhuvada teaches by His example how we can learn bo 
Serve God and go back nome, back to Godhead, He is expert in all 
the Vedic Literatures, He is Krsna's representative on the earth, 
He helps us realize our eternal constitutional position: I am 
not this material body, but spirit soul, part and parcel of God, 
eternal servant and lover of Lord Krsna, 

In regards to vour questions concerning the potency of other 
Bhagaved Gita translations and commentaries, and the nature and 
identity of God, it is only by the causeless mercy of Srila 
Prebhupads and His Bhasavad Gita As It Is that we can understand 
that God is a person, Tt is the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
Himself who spoke the Bhagaved Gita to His disciple Artunsa on the 
Battlefield of Kurukshetra some five thousand vears 220% iin Ghie 
tenth chapter Arjuna says, "You (Xrsna) are the Supreme Brahman, 
the ultimate, the Supreme abode and vurifier, the Absolute Trugh 
and the eternal Divine Person. You are the primal God, transcenden- 
tal and ovigignal, and You are the unborn and all-pervading beauty, 
All the great sages like Narada, Asita, Devala, and Vyasa sroclaim 
this of You, and now You Yourself are declaring it to me, oO Krsna, 
I totally accept as truth all that You have told me. Neither the 
gods nor demons, © Lord, Know Thy Personality." (10/12-14) Other 
Gita commentators wha are not devotees of the Lord tr. tO prove thet 
God is something impersonal or void, thus distorting the message of 
the Bharavad Gita: Surrender to Krsna, How can wa surrender unto 
something impersonal or love Something void? We are persons and 
Krsna is the Supreme Person, with whom we have eternal relationshins. 
All this must be learned from someone in direct discipliec succession 
From Sri Krsna Himself---Srils Prabhupada, 

As far as the dévotees' diet ts concerned, we offer all our 
foodstuffs to Lord Krsna before we eat, ia only offer Him what He 
likes~--vegetables, fruits, grains, and all kinds of dairy products. 

In resards to vour receiving our magazine regularly and your 
becoming a member of the Society, please Contact our center: ISKCON 
Scotland, Flett 6, 11 Greenhill Place, Edinburgh, 

Tam glad to correspond with vou and hone 
future questions vou may have, T hope 7 
and cheerful mood 


I can answer anv 
this meets vou in x00d health 


° 


Your servant, 3 : 
OE dig. 


Pra japati das 
ISKCON-NY 

439 Henry St., Brooklyn, , 
New York, 11231, USige'--. 


> 


Mr. Farquhar McLay 
39 Deanston Drive 
Glasgow, S.1. 
Scotland 


AEROGRAMME « VIA AIR MAIL ¢ PAR AVION 


(2) Second fotd 


Do noi use iape or stici Lee ) th od 
<— DY Foid first at no, ““e. 


Additional message area , 


PS: Iam aiso married and have a child of two-ye — end another 
due in January. We've been with Krsne Consciousness for about 

two years, Our family lives very simpliv and humbly within walkine 
distance of the New York Temple, I work in the office of the 
Society's incense business, Our few financial needs are taken 

care of by the Society, If somehow or other vou livéd with or near 
devotees of Krsna, believe me, there'd be no longer anv need for 
social drinking. Before coming to Krsna Consciousness, I had many 
bad habitsxihich the transcendental association of devotees guickly 
remedied, HARI BOL! (Please chant the Hare Krsna mantra. ) 


ISKCON 


INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS 
Founder-Acarya: His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


14th Oct., 1972 


Dear Mr. McIay, 
Your letter of 9/26 was given to me, and I in turn gave it to 
my Godbrother Prajapati, who has answered by now. He left a copy of 
his reply on my desk, and it occurred to me that some of your points 
might be responded to more directly. 
First of all, your kind words about BIG #44 area great encour- 
agement. Until recently, BIG was a rather dry periodical, even though 
it was attempting to present the highest philosophy on spiritual 
life. Now there are a few of us trying to demonstrate in BTG how 
factual knowledge of the soul is the greatest impetus to creative 
expression and art. 
Chronologically, your letter next deals with a lot of people I don't 
know muchzabout. But I can try to capsulize an answer to the numerous 
questions about related reading matter and writers: try to find any- 
where in these books reference to where the information being presen- 
ted has come from. Is the author presenting his own interpretation of 
some recognized text like the Gita, or has he received his understand- 
ing from some other source; and if so, does that other source carry 
enough authority on spiritual life to merit acceptance? I'm a student 
at New York University, formerly at the Paris Sorbonne. Retrospective- 
ly, I can understand that not one of the authors whose works I have 
studied qualifies to comment on anything of an absolute nature? They 
are all subject to the laws of material nature, how can they cdmment 
ISKCON on transcendence? In the Gita, Arjuna asked Krsna the same thing: how 
HEADQUARTERBan one judge who is self-realized, who is qualified to teach others 
PAN AMERICANBPOUt God consciousness? Krsna replies that a man in full knowledge 
Nes Work never deviates from the syptoms of the welf-realized souls outlined 
Los Angeles in revealed scripture, I.e., a true spiritual master never acts out 

of self-motivation, contrary to the principles of spiritual life, 
CANADIAN never claims to be God or able to make others God, his only goncern 
Toronto is for the upliftment of others, never breaks the regulative princi- 
pueopean Les (no meat, no intoxication, no illicit sex, no gambling), and 
honden everything he says is confirmed by the scriptures or recorded words 
Hamburg of God. A true representative of the Absolute would never contradict 

the Absolute. I might even suggest that feeling "isolated" on the 
AFRICA question of God is attributable to being isolated from authoritative 
Nairobi information about God. 
pete im eee dietary program can be outlined more elaborately if you wish. 
eemoey In general, Krsna devotees do not eat meat, fish or eggs. Fermented 
Calcutta foods are also not recommended, so our cheeses are homemade. No 

garlic, onions. But there are so many preparations in Vedic cuisine, 
SOUTH EAST ABhtere's no problem adjusting. Please write me if you:would like re- 
Hong Kong ceipes. 

One thing a Krsna devotee learns very quickly is not to feel guilty. 


FAR EAST We know we've gotten what we wanted by forgetting Krsna, but n + 
Tokyo the situation fas been layed oven to Ynspe tion End cgrrectisne thera 7s 
lamentation. Fear means not knowing what will Beppe next. Because 


no 
a. 8 devotees consciousness is expanded, he never fears the future, He 
x v 
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uses every opportunity to surrender more and more seriously. Nastiness, 
laziness - all come from the quality of ignorance, which is corrected 

by knowledge of our relation with everything else (ultimately with Krsna) 
When you know what to do, why to do it (and on top of th at the execution 
is tasty), there's no room for sloth. 

You're questions are openly articulated, which tells me you really 
want to know what's going on. I have been taught to greatly respect that 
Kind of sentiment, and I do hope our letters will give you impetus for 
continued communication with us. 


« 


Hope you and your family are well. Hare Krsna, 


Your friend, ¢ 
: 
Sogeruen aD) CUS 


=. 


Yogesvara Das 


P45. 


BIG subscription is $6.00 per year. Check inside your copy for more 
details. 


T.SeLaw 
Blackwood Cottage 
The Marlage 


Farquhar Maclay By Larkhall 
239 Deanston Drive Lanarkshire 
Glasgow, S1 16 April 1973 


Dear Farquhar Maclay, 

I write on behalf of Morris 
Blythman to thank you for your poem about John MacLean. 
Morris is bowed-under with other Society work and has 
co-opted me to handle this Kind of secretary matter, other 
wise he would have written to you himself. 

Your poen is just the sort of 
ching we need to vary the genéral approach to Fohn 
MacLean by most of our contributors. Yours comes in by 
way of a side road, as it were. As you are probably aware, 
the Society will not be able to recompence contributors 
except by sending each a copy of the voluné. 


Thanks again, with best wishes from 


es 


T.S.Law 
Blackwood Cottare 
The Marlage 


Concerning By Larkhall 
the volume of poems Lanarkshire 
"Homage to John MacLean" SCOTLAND 


one Cisyphies the, lake. oe Aacort (73 


As you are prebasiy aware, the John MacLean Society 
is producing the above volune in comnenoration of the great 
republicane It is to be published for the Society by Malcolm Macdonald 
of Loanhead, Midlothian, the ecitors are Thurso Berwick and T.S.Law, 
an? the cost of the book is 5Qp post paid. Publicsetion date is 
30 Novenber 1973, the fiftieth anniversary of the death of John MacLean. 

The book will contain sone forty pieces by about , 
twenty poets in Scots, Gaelic and English. It will be a unique and 
varied work and will certainly become a source book for international 
studye ; 

Please make your cheque/postal order payable to 
"Phe John MacLean Society", and send it to me at the above address. 

It is sugrestec that you might consider sending 
a few copies of this book instead of the usual and now exnensive 
Christmas gifts to your friends at home and abroad. 


Yours sincerely. 


Vel Lae. 
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MEMO PAD 


INTERNAL 


Hand written memos SAVE TYPING and CHECKING TIME 


To 


Tarquhar McLay FROM leSelaw DATE Ce om 


Dear “arquhar MeLay, 

This to enclose in haste your other tvo 
copies of "Homage". I ax just back from the unveiling of the 
stone ceremony at Pollokshaws where J had thought to sce you. 
Sorry about the delay. I a gla@ you like the book ard hope 
to see more fron your hane aprearing in the various magazines. 
There is a sing-song etc at the Students! Union at Strathelyde 
University at 7.30 next Sunday. Perhaps I shall see you there. 
I intend to go to sell some of the books . 

You will be plessed to know we sold over 
100 today. 


Rest wishes , 


Toa hae 
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Department of English 


The University 
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9m Farquhar McLay, December 4, 1978. 
yn & Basement Flat, 
<a 6 Balvicar Drive, 
r Glasgow, G42 8QS. 
Dear Mr. McLay, 

Thanks for your letter. By all means I'd like to see whatever else 
you'd care to send, but please could you wait till "Headlines for Whitey" 
appears; that way lines won't get crossed and confusion will remain at bay. 
If you have material to disperse there are plenty outlets; the best I'd 
suggest in AMF, published c/o the Writers Workshop at this university. If 
you send something and say I suggested it, close your eyes and wait. If 

they pay they don't pay much, but the work certainly get about. They sold 
over 800 of the first issue around Edinburgh pubs during the Festival. 
my 
r I would have thoughtWords was easy to get in Glasgow. According to 
4 A the people who distribute it there should be no bother. Try John Smith's 


= 


rd 


S [eta 


University Bookshop. If you've trouble The Markinch Centre, Bowling Green 
Road, Markinch, Fife, at 75p a copy plus postage will fetch you one. We're 
changing the format to put prose on two columns and increase the typsize by 
one point. Finally, not only do we pay our contributors we let them have a 
buckshee copy as well. 


With good wishes, 


Jean (eer, i AE ig ESB | 
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16 September 1980 


aD Sargrter, 


Scottish Society of Playwrights 


346 Sauchichall Street, Glasgow G2 3JD 
Tel: 041 332 0542 
Administrator: Charles Hart 


“ZA 


The 8.8S.P. is updating its directory. Will you please 
amend your entry, if necessary, and return it to me as 


secon as possible? 


Instead of the rather cumbersome Al ring binder format, we 
will produce it this time in A5 paperback form. 


Sincerely, 


Ges 


Charles Hart 
Administrator 


e/o Cordiner, 
107, Ardshiel Road, 
Glasgow, S.#.1, 

19/12/80 


Dear Farquar, 


I'm needing another woman and the way I feel tonight 
JI think I'll go to the Plaza tomorrow evening late on and get a 
taxi home. Very costly but worth it. 


For one thing it will get this Quaker woman out my 
mind. I'm thinking too much about her but have taken your 
advice and just sent her a Christmas card with a personal 
message on it. We'll see how she reacts to that. 


I sent the boys a Xmas ecard - I hope it was'nt too 
deep for them. Perhaps Cathie will explain it all to them, 


My aunt has come back from hospital - fretting. She 
is now getting feeble minded, Not at all well but pretty 
healthy physically. She is talking about sending for a 
lawyer to make a will when as& in faet this is not necessary. 
She wants to give away her clothes, As if I could'nt do that? 
It is all really rejection of me. Hard to put up with. 


£ hope you are still off the booze. Write me soon. 
I'll look forward to getting your letter. Final thought;- 


in reality women are plentiful. What I need is a dose of 
politiela medecine to form once again my own views and rotytom yt fu 
another. 


Best wishes, 


Yours Aye 


do 


——— 


c/o Cordiner, 
107, Ardshiel Rd., 
Glasgow, S.W.1, 
20/12/80 


Dear Farquar, 


It has halped getting down to writing this letter 
to you. 


It is briefly to the effect that I should take 
this romantie affair easily or else I will lose her 
altogether. Mind you I think I've lost her already - 
just taking it easy as I did, But there it is, % 
I'll write her a letter saving that I should be reading instead 
of farsing about. I'll refer her to that excellent book 
by Erich Fromm zk called "The Heart of Man". Have you read 
it? It is excellent - I read it about ten years ago and 
must read it again. In it he quote Walt Whitman, 


Ah well Farquar there it is. Instead of going 
dancing tongith I stayed at home wit a eouple of large 
whickies. It helped, But made me agitated. 


However I repeat - having written this letter has 
helped. 


All the best, 


y Nn 


Tom Fleming 


JAMIESON MOODIE & CO. 


Solicitors and Notaries Public 65 BATH STREET, GLASGOW, G2 2BX 
TELEPHONE: 041-331 1400 


A. J. MOODIE, M.A., LL.B. Our Aef. DDL/MHH 


Your Ref. 
23rd December 1980 
F. McLay Esa, 
6, Balvicar Drive, 
GLASGOW. 
Dear Sir, 


Bernard Mullin 


We refer to our letters of 14th Nevember and 2nd December 1980 and 
should be obliged to hear from you. 


Yours faithfully, 
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Hy yu, 


Scottish Society of Playwrights 


346 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3JD 
Tel: 041 332 0542 
Administrator: Charles Hart 
19 April 1984 


The Annual General Meeting of the Scottish Society of Playwrights 
will be held on Saturday, 2 May 1981 at the North British Hotel, 
George Square, Glasgow. The morning discussion will begin at 11 
and the A.G.M. will begin immediately after lunch, at 2 pm. 


Lunch will be from 12:45 pm to 2 pm. Those taking lunch are 
asked to contribute A 


The agenda is as follows: 


11 am to 12:30 pm General discussion on future plans and policy 
12:h5 to 2:00 pm Meal (&h) 
2:00 to 5:00 pm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of the last A.G.M,. 

3. Time and place of the 1982 A.G.M. 

hi. Chairman's report 

5, Treasurer's report 

6. Administrator's report 

7. Election of committee members and office 
bearers 

8. Any other competent business 


Please let me know, as soon as possible, if you will be attendin 
these meetings and if you will be taking lunch. 


I look forward to seeing you there, 


Sincerely, 


Bharlee 


The Decca Record Company Limited 


1Rockley Road - Londen: W14 ODL 
Telephone: 01-743 9111  Telegrams/Cables: Deccord London W14 : Telex: 23533 (Decca PG) 


Mr Farquhar McLay 
6 Balvicar Drive 


Queensport 
GLASGOW G4Z 8QS 22 April 1981 


Dear Mr McLay 


Many thanks for taking the trouble to write and express your appreciation of 
the Herbert Read broadcast. 


Clearly, you and I assess Herbert Read's achievement as a poet at. differently. 
Perhaps I am to some extent disadvantaged by having known him too well (he was 
an uncle by marriage -— nepotism, you see, still flourishes!) Anarchism was 
certainly an important element (it is one of the three qualifications on his 
tombstone at Kirkdale - poet, anarchist, knight), but I intline to the view 
that its importance was of its time, when the literary and artistic scene 
required the vitality of an intelligent, anarchic mind to give it real 
perspective. In fact, some years ago in the USA I came across an article in 
which Herbert went some way towards recanting those earlier (and undoubtedly 
sincere) beliefs: towards the end of his life, it appeared that he was coming 
to see a certain virtue in traditional modes of form and discipline and ~ save 
the mark! — order and authority. He was even prepared to mock at some of his 
enthusiasms: one day, I was driving him to London to take part in a broadcast 

I had arranged for the BBC, and we stopped at traffic lights in the Cromwell 
Road, next to a lorry carrying a load of scrap iron — broken bedsteads, rusty 
stoves, bits of motor cars and the rest. Herbert leaned out of the window to 
take in this sight, and then turned to me: 'There, you see, another consignment 
of works of art for the ICA ! ' 


My programme was about his poetry, and to me some of the most enduring pieces 
are those to do with the Yorkshire landscape, where he always felt his roots 
to bee The sonnet, ‘One day you will intuitively comet, the 'Dirge', *Time 
and Beingt, 'Kirkdale' and *Moon's Farm* seem to me among the best things he! 
did in verse, though I must assume that you think otherwise. . 


But what about the fierce anarchism in *To a Conscript of 1940', which I did 
include in the programme? Not exactly a tame pastoral, that poem! — 


Yes, The Green Child is a marvellous work; but so too, in a different way, are 
the real autobiographies, The Contrary Experience. The whole man, and the poet, 
and the critic, are there together, surely. 


Anyway, my gratitude to you for listening, and for your letter. 
Yours sincerely 
De Aod 

Ca 


Peter Orr 
Spoken Word Producer (Argo) 


Directors: DAVID G, FINE (South African) (Chairman). W.BACK. P.S.J. KAATEE. J. KERNE! 
. W. . PSL uk R. RH. KLAA |. RP. 
Registered No. 718329 England - Registered Office: Abacus House: GutterLane- igcneaven 
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52 NITH STREET 
GLASGOW G33 2AF 


Tel: 041-770 4183 


l6yh. Mar, 82, 


Farquar, 


Thanks for your last letter. Your a genius! ! ! 


BACKLANODS 


What a word! The memories came flooding back to me from my 
young days in Anderston, Anderston had plenty of backlands 
and we used the term constantly, though I've not heard it for 
years, The backlands were not tenements in general. They 
were a specific type of tenement. They were the tenements 
behind tenements. You entered thro’ a pen and lo and behold 
there were what seemed to me at the time litthle villages in 
there, The badlands ‘seemingly! always were inhabited by the 
‘worst! type of people, Althogh now, looking back, I can't 
think why that should be SOsee.s A brilliant title, 


Unfortunately I'm not so enthusiastic about Clamjamphrie. It 
seems foreign (7?) I don't know, I would have liked 
something more Glaswegian for the political maq. 


T've not had a chance to visit Mitchel, But I will do so 
soon. 


Ideas for the political mag are beginning to take shape in my 
mind now. I'm making notes as I go along and we can discuss 
these later, Target date for first issue is lst. May. 


Nothing has arrived yet, 
AS, 
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Farquhar McLay 1.5, Law 


6 Balvicar Drive 35 Ruthven Street 
Queen's Park fuchterarder PH3 1BX 
GLASGOW PERTHSHIRE 


31 October 1984 


Dear Farquhar, 

A short while ago I received a note of pur address from a mutual 
acquaintance who met you at a John Maclean meeting.As a reminder to me to write,l 
should say it 's not before time! 

To let you know the situation why I have been so long in contacting 
you after your having sent me your poems and essays,note the new address above: it 
took us from last Halloween until the end of June past to flit,having spent all 
the intervening time as lodgers on the family from Ayr to Blackford and all stops 


between. 


As you can imagine,all my papers were in storage and I had no access 
to your own either,so I could neither look at themrgr comment from memory. And here 
I am yet for I have not been able to sort out those papers.But I do have your poems 
and have been having another gander at them,so if I repeat myself,it 's your ow 
fault: 


The Parliament geggie,tne State apparatus, the Law machine, especially 
the judiciary of the latter seem to me to be the great arch~bastards of Britain 
today,and I can see from your poems your reoccupations match my own in these 
respects.I have this feeling that all thereactionaries have been marking time for 
this moment,and I can see how the big feet kept going up and down,up and dow 
while they awaited the promised reinforcements.Well,Mrs Thatcher gave them the boots 
and the cash,and now they move about the country doing her work.And they 're not 
finished yet. 

Of the Glasgow poems,"The Hunters" I knew already;and the others 
perform the job of letting us see not the ‘other side! of the NcLay mind. along. :wilth 
the Glasgow scene,but what I must elaborate in the MacDiarmid manner as the 'syzygy' 
side.I am minded of Morris Blythman in your "Yoast ‘o the Mongers' Man" but 
"Tangmuir an Algie Earns" is anothedmatter altogether and could not be more vivide 
Can there be any excuse for a Scots poet not using the Scots tongue now and then? 

In "Westminster Reds",when I read "They ealled themselves 'stepping 
stones'",I am suddenly minded of Janey Buchan in the European Parliament the other 
day at the interruption anent the miners! strike.Imagine her saying she had been 
"building bridges". the only bridge you can build for fascists is one you are going 
to chip them ower. 

As I mention above, I do not mention your prose because I do not have it 
in front of me.When I received it I was(as you may remember writing the long poem 
on MacDiarmid's work,and I did not want to be exercised by ideas from yourself of 
anyone else — at that juncture,I had material aplenty and was in full flight as it 
were, hen suddenly we were in the process of flitting.But I had completed the 
MacDiarmid piece,and am now in the process of typing a definitive copy. 


All the best for now, 


Fos 


